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28 September 2012 
Sir/Madame

Ambassador to the Spanish State
Your Honour, 
On behalf of the September 28 Campaign for the Decriminalization of Abortion in Latin America and the Caribbean and as an active support of September 28 – Global Day of Action for Access to Safe and Legal Abortion, we the undersigned organizations, through our intermediary, inform the Spanish government of our concern over the announced reform of the Organic Law 2 / 2010 Sexual and Reproductive Health and Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy.  
In recent years the Spanish government has been an important reference point in the international arena, and especially in our region, in progress on the agenda of equality for sexual and reproductive rights. It is therefore unacceptable make any attempts to reverse the gains made in this area by the Spanish government to make way for the agenda of a distinctive religious right which seems to be in favour of denying rights to women.
We understand this to be a human rights violation and a blow to democracy and the exercise of citizenship any measure that increases the penalty to legal abortion, restricts access to the full range of modern contraceptives, puts obstacles in the way of marriage equality and reduces the scope of public policy on sexual and reproductive health.
A decline of that magnitude would infringe on the right to equality, health, autonomy, liberty and personal integrity, in addition to compromising the quality of democracy and the observance of the rule of law. We also recall that according to European and international standards the government is obliged to ensure the protection and legal certainty with regard to sexual and reproductive rights.
In consideration of the issues raised, we urge the Spanish Government to:
1. Withdraw to reform the Organic Law 2/2010 of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Voluntary Interruption of Pregnancy, ensuring the implementation of all its contents.

2. Take all measures within its power to ensure full respect for the ability of women to decide independently about their sexuality and reproduction, especially on the termination of unwanted pregnancies.

3. Take action to avoid interference from fundamentalist, religious and ultra-conservative sectors in the implementation of public policies on health and sexual and reproductive rights.

We appreciate the attention you give to this communication. We will remain vigilant in defence of safe and legal abortion: it’s a matter of rights, it’s a matter of democracy. 
Sincerely yours, 

________________

