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28 September 2012
Sir/Madame

Ambassador to (insert one the following countries: Nicaragua, Chile, El Salvador, Dominican Republic, Honduras)
Your Honour, 
On behalf of the September 28 Campaign for the Decriminalization of Abortion in Latin America and the Caribbean and as active supporters of September 28  - Global Day of Action for Access to Safe and Legal Abortion, we the undersigned organizations, through our intermediary, inform the government of ___________ about our concern for absolute criminalization of abortion in its legislation. 
Penalizing abortion in all circumstances is a violation of women’s human rights and denies them their right to life, health, autonomy, personal integrity, and freedom of conscience and not be discriminated against or subjected to cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.
The effects of criminalizing abortion in all circumstances deepen social injustice while compelling women with limited economic resources to resort to abortion in unhealthy and dangerous conditions, risking their lives and health. 
It is unacceptable that in Latin America and the Caribbean there are countries where abortion is subject to criminal penalty, while the trend in the world is the enactment of laws ranging from the total decriminalization to the legalization in some circumstances. 

In consideration of the issues raised, we urge the government to:
1. Reform national legislation in order to ensure that all women have access to safe and legal abortion without delay.
2. Take all measures at your disposal to ensure full respect for the ability of women to decide independently about their sexuality and reproduction, especially about the termination of unwanted pregnancies.

3. Take action to avoid interference from fundamentalist, religious and ultra-conservative sectors in the implementation of public policies on health, sexual and reproductive rights.

 We appreciate the attention you give to this communication. We will remain vigilant in defence of safe and legal abortion: it is a matter of rights and a matter of democracy. 
Sincerely yours, 

________________

